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Review (62): It’s a Wonderful Life: Illustrations of “Wrongdoing,” 2 Timothy 3:5 

[ See Diagram: “FourSpiritualMechanics”] 

 

(8) Self-justification will often construct a façade of self-righteousness that blinds a person to his 
responsibilities toward his spouse.  This is an obvious application of: 

2 Timothy 3:5 - holding a form of godliness, although they have denied its power; avoid 
such men as these. 

“holding a form”: (1) This is another way of saying, “His hypocrisy knows no bounds.” “Holding to 
a form” is made up of the present active participle of the verb: 

œcw / echo /: To have; to hold; to possess.  (2) This has to do with a mental attitude, a belief system, 
behavior patterns, and character traits.  (3) This is made clear by what this person possess, the 
accusative singular direct object of: 

mÒrfwsij / morphosis /: An outward semblance; it refers to a façade; a superficial appearance 
without substance; a professed rather than a real quality.  The person in context adheres to a 
superficial form of: 

eÙsšbeia / eusebeia /: (1) Translated “godliness,” “manner of life” is less vague and more precise.  
(2) In this context it makes reference to a lifestyle that emphasizes appearance over substance.  (3) 
However, if the content of one’s substance is securely founded in biblical principles then one’s 
resultant appearance will reflect the policies and procedures of the Christian way of life.  (4) Simply 
put, eÙsšbeia / eusebeia / refers to the execution of the four spiritual mechanics made available to 
the Church Age believer. 

(5) A person who possesses a superficial understanding of the biblically approved “manner of life” will 
execute his own version of Christianity.  (6) But when at the same time he makes his own pleasure 
his top priority in life he becomes nothing more than a hypocrite.  

(7) Such an individual in involved in the three arrogant skills.  He is able to self-justify his behavior by 
asserting, “I am basically a good person, I am relatively successful, I have no prison record, and 
anyhow, everybody does it so what’s the problem?  Nobody’s perfect!”  (8) Such self-justifications 
lead to self-deception and are all part of being self-absorbed. 

(9) A husband or wife involved in self-absorption will do those things that contribute to his own 
personal aggrandizement and a frantic pursuit of happiness.  He will self-justify any decisions he 
makes in order to fulfill those objectives. 

(10) If called into question a husband will deceive himself by first asserting that he was justified and 
then project blame on his wife.  He will use thoughtless and sometimes cruel reasons to blame her for 
his own behavior.  He will claim that she is not good enough, has put on weight, or her hair is 
turning gray all of which means “I no longer find favor in you.” 

(11) The wife can go through the same process by claiming he doesn’t make enough money, is too fat, 
has lost his hair, lost his pecs, and is no longer attractive. 

(12) Whether husband or wife, such people can project an acceptable appearance to the world and do 
so in such a way that they are assumed to be the salt of the earth.  They are anything but.  (13) But 
the general notion goes today that as long as he’s doing his job his private life is no one’s legitimate 
concern.  Maybe so but you have information that will enable you to privately determine how far you 
want any personal relationships with that person to go.  (14) One of the things you do know is that in 
the most intimate and important interpersonal relationship in the human race called marriage, this 
person was not trustworthy. 
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(15) The corrective procedure for such bad decisions and actions is either salvation or rebound.  His 
manner of life will demonstrate the validity of his spiritual rehabilitation.  Otherwise, he or she must 
be evaluated from the context of 2 Timothy 3:2-5.  (16) Further, we can see from Scripture the 
validity for this caution. 

A person, husband or wife, who is a lover of pleasure rather than a lover of God will adhere to a 
superficial form of an acceptable manner of life but the verse goes on to instruct us that: 

“they have denied it power”: (1) The power of the Christian way of life has two primary sources: (a) 
the filling ministry of the Holy Spirit and (b) the circulation of God’s Word in the soul’s stream of 
consciousness.  (2) The filling of the Holy Spirit is the ignition switch to the spiritual life of the 
Church Age believer.  We can establish this fact from the following verses: 

Luke 24:49 - “Behold, I am sending forth the promise of My Father upon you; but you 
are to stay in the City of Jerusalem until you are clothed with power from on high 
[ prophecy of the indwelling and filling of the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost ].” 

Acts 1:8 - “… you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you … 
[ prophecy repeated ]” 

Acts 2:4 - And they were filled with the Holy Spirit … [ prophecy fulfilled ]. 

Ephesians 5:18b - … be filled with the Holy Spirit. 

(3) The power of the Word of God in the soul’s stream of consciousness is the subject of these verses: 

1 Corinthians 2:4 - My message and my preaching were not in persuasive words of 
wisdom, but in demonstration of the Holy Spirit and of power, 

v 5 - that your faith should not rest on the wisdom of men but on the power of God. 

1 Corinthians 2:12 -  We have received not the spirit of the world but the Holy 
Spirit who is from God, that we might know the things freely given to us by God, 

v 13 - which things we also speak, not in words taught by human wisdom, but in those 
taught by the Holy Spirit, combining spiritual truth [ Bible doctrine ] with a spiritual 
system [ Grace Apparatus for Perception ]. 

Hebrews 4:12 - The word of God is alive and powerful and sharper than any two-edged 
sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit and of both joints and marrow, 
and able to judge [ kritikÒj / kritikos /: to critique or discern ] thoughts and intentions 
of the heart. 

(4) There are two sources of power for the spiritual life of the Church Age.  First, the Holy Spirit by 
means of two ministries: 

a. His indwelling ministry, which is an irrevocable divine operating asset, imputed at the 
moment of salvation. 

b. His filling ministry which is the one revocable divine operating asset initiated at salvation but 
which can be lost through personal sin.  We are given a commandment to be filled with the 
Holy Spirit in Ephesians 5:18b, therefore, an indication that it is temporary.  Recovery is 
through confession of sin as per the protasis of 1 John 1:9a. 

(5) The second source of power is the Word of God recorded into the seven compartments of the 
stream of consciousness and saved into the hard disk of the soul, the human brain, for recall and 
application to life and circumstances. 

(6) Those who adhere to a superficial form of the spiritual life but who deny its power often have the 
characteristics described in this passage.  The true believer is instructed to “avoid such men as these.” 


