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5. Now, in verse twelve, we resume the discourse with another negative. Again, 
we're going to have the present active imperative with the phrase, “do not swear,” 
the present active imperative mood #47 of prohibition of the verb,    

James 5:12    ) [ close parenthesis following v. 11 ]  But above all [ The 
preposition dš (dé) ], my brethren, do not swear [ mὴ (mḗ) ὄmnumi 
(ómnumi) ], either by heaven or by earth or with any other oath; but your 
yes is to be yes, and your no, no, so that you may not fall under judgment.   

6. Ὄmnumi (ómnumi) is the way it looks in the Greek.  Ómnumi means to “promise 
with an oath,” to cover a lie by making an oath in the name of something that will 
act as a “front” for Operation Subterfuge.  Ómnumi indicates that the content of 
what is said, is a lie.  In order to make it appear as the truth, is to make some kind 
of a solemn oath with it.  A typical solemn oath is, “As God is my witness, 'thus 
and thus' is true,” when it is not true at all.  This is using God to “front” for a lie.  
This is called, Operation Subterfuge. 

7. This subterfuge is addressed to fellow believers indicated by the term, “my 
brethren.”  The slick-tongued rascal is lying to those with whom he associates in 
the local church: members of the royal family of God.  

8, The negative [ mὴ (mḗ) ] with the imperative mood indicates that the believers to 
whom this was originally addressed were doing it.  In fact, they were actually 
believers involved in verbal reversionism.  The present tense is a present tense of 
duration, which is called “retroactive linear aktionsart” and indicates these 
believers have been doing this since they got into verbal reversionism. 

9. The active voice: the reversionistic believer uses a front for his lies to try to make 
them appear as the truth.  Again, Operation Subterfuge.  So, the passage begins:  

James 5:12a   ) But above all [ The preposition dš (dé) ], my brethren, 
do not swear [ mὴ (mḗ) + present active imperative mood #47 of the 
verb, ὄmnumi (ómnumi)], either by heaven or by earth or “with any other 
oath” [ ¥lloj (állos) ὅrkoj (hórkos) ]; … [ prohibition of engaging in 
Operation Subterfuge ] 

1. We have already introduced the technique of including a “front” to back up the 
Subterfuge with an oath of which James provides examples: (1) “by heaven,” (2) 
“by earth,” or (3) “with any other oath.”  

2. These “fronts” in the context of verse 12 are being used to attack a pastor-teacher 
by using one or more of these “fronts.”  However, anyone may be the victim but 
in this passage the issue is an attack on the authority of the pastor-teacher and this 
has led to the loss of his authority over the congregation. 

3. In the function of Operation Subterfuge, we have here the reversionist, who is 
doing it, and his victim; just as in verse nine. 
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4. “Grudge not” means, “stop judging, stop criticizing, stop maligning.”  The victim 
of verse nine is the pastor-teacher.  The victim in verse twelve is the pastor-
teacher, again.  The victim can be anyone in verbal reversionism.  But, in this 
context, it is the pastor-teacher. 

5. The authority of the pastor-teacher has been rejected.  Since his authority is 
rejected, he has become the object and the target for criticism in verse nine.  In 
verse twelve, he has become the object of “Operation Subterfuges”. 

6. This is using something, ordinarily associated with the truth, to cover up for a lie. 
This indicates both instability and dishonesty in verbal reversionism. 

7. What is used as a “front”?  Our first phrase says: “Neither by heaven.”  This 
refers to using God as a “front.”  "As God is my witness", some will say to cover 
up a lie.  God is used as the “front.”  God is associated with truth; and, therefore, 
if you want to make a lie more impressive, then mention the fact that God is the 
Witness that you are telling the truth. 

8. Another offshoot of this is to stand up in a congregational meeting and say, "It's 
God's will that we do it this way."  That is merely an opinion.  When an opinion 
is expressed as an absolute, it becomes a lie.  To use God to “front” for the lie is, 
again, Operation Subterfuge, using something associated with truth in order to 
“front” for either an opinion set up as an absolute, or a lie set up as the truth. 

9. Under Operation Subterfuge you take something verbally, like a lie, and say, in 
effect, “It is truth!”  Or you take an opinion and make it an absolute.  Doctrine is 
absolute.  In either case you must have a “front” for acceptability.  The phrase,  
“neither by heaven” refers to God, setting up God as the “front”. 

10. Now, there are other ways, also, of covering a lie by setting up something that 
appears true, “neither by the earth!”  This refers to a person using another person 
to cover for his lies.  In this example, someone who is usually recognized as 
being truthful. 

11. Therefore, the next phrase: “or with any other oath!  These oaths vary: “I swear 
on my mother's grave.”  "I swear on a stack of Bibles."  “I cross my heart and 
hope to die.”  I don't know who's impressed by this; because, obviously, the 
individual involved who has used it, has no concept of death at all.  All of these 
are fabrications. All of these are designed to function as “fronts.” 

12. Now, what this verse does not mean and what it appears to mean because of a 
poor translation, has to do with profanity.  This verse does not refer to profanity. 
This verse does not refer to taking the Lord's name in vain, except as it applies to 
using the Lord as a “front” for a lie. 

13. This verse has nothing to do with using expletives, or even profanity.  It does 
refer to honesty of soul expressed in human language. 
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14. When a believer enters into reversionism, one of the signs of his reversionism is 
dishonesty, fabricating lies and using something for a “front”.  Reversionism is a 
life of deception, of pretense, of fabrication, of mendacity, and of dissimulation. 
The whole concept of reversionism is a fraud and will express itself in a verbal 
way.  This deception is used in pious assaults in the name of God.   

15. An institution that stands for the truth is the court of law.  It is absolutely necessary 
that whatever is bona fide evidence may be presented.  The person who presents 
the evidence must tell the truth, in so far as he has witnessed whatever is involved.  

16. Perjury is “swearing by another oath.”  See, it says in this passage:  
James 5:12a But above all [ The preposition dš (dé) ], my brethren, 
do not swear [ mὴ (mḗ) ὄmnumi (ómnumi) ], either by heaven or by earth 
or “with any other oath” [ ¥lloj (állos) ὅrkoj (hórkos) ]; … 
[ prohibition of engaging in Operation Subterfuge ] 

17. This is a reference to the fact that believers under reversionism, entering into 
verbal reversionism, always function under Operation Subterfuge; and, they 
always have a “front.” 

 The believer building an Edification Complex and entering into supergrace is 
honest in his soul.  Supergrace is characterized by a number of things.  For 
example, doctrine goes into the human spirit.  Doctrine cycling into the right lobe 
or the heart, going into the frame of reference, memory center, vocabulary, 
categories, norms, and standards, launching pad. 

18. Doctrine forming the structure of the Edification Complex; and then, entrance 
into the supergrace life.  In the supergrace life, the believer has capacity for 
freedom, capacity for life, capacity for love, capacity for happiness, capacity for 
prosperity, capacity for grace, and so on.  In addition to that, the super-grace 
believer has nobility.  In fact, supergrace is characterized by nobility.  True 
human nobility is found in the soul of the super-grace hero.  In fact, James will 
refer to one of these heroes in James 5:17 when he cites and refers to Elias we 
will study at the end of this passage.  He real name is Elijah. 

19. Alright, if the super-grace hero is a noble person, nobility must always be related 
to the truth. Nobility cannot be related to lies. 

20. It was the devil who fell from a high position, the highest any creature has ever 
occupied.  Satan fell through lying and deceit.  When he came to the woman in 
the Garden in Genesis 3:4-6, he said to her as indicated in: 

Genesis 3:4 The serpent [ vj*n* (nahash): Satan ] said to the woman, 
“Surely you will not die!   
v. 5 “For God knows that when you eat from it your eyes will open 
and you will be like divine beings who know good and evil!” 




