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10.

11.

12.

The temple of Baal contained an image of the
god in the shape of a pillar or Bethel [house of
god] (2 Kings 10:26, 27). In the reign of Ahab,
Baal was served in Israel by 450 priests (1 Kings
18:19), as well as by prophets (2 Kings 10:19),
and his worshippers wore special vestments
when his ritual was performed (2 Kings 10:22).
The ordinary offering made to the god consisted
of incense and burnt sacrifices; on
extraordinary occasions the victim was human
(Jeremiah 19:5). At times the priests worked
themselves into a state of ecstasy, and dancing
round the altar slashed themselves with knives
(1 Kings 18:26, 28), like certain dervish orders in
modern Islam.!

Prior to her salvation, the widow could easily have been a votary of Baal
since the practice in Phoenicia was well established. The problem with guilt
Is its tremendous influence on those who are involved in its idolatrous
practices.

This possibly could be the causes of her guilt complex in light of her
comments to Elijah when she accuses him of holding her responsible for her
sin and to gain retribution by putting her son to death.

The woman’s guilt caused her to revert back to her involvement with the
practices of the Baal cult. Elijah cannot allow this idea to gain credence so
he acts immediately:

1 Kings 17:19a He said to her, “Give [ Qal
imperative of the verb, 103 (nathan) ] me your son.”

Elijah acts immediately. In light of the progress that had been made by the
woman’s gradual advance into doctrinal rationales, the death of her son sent
her into reversionism.

She had been burdened by a past sin that could have been associated with
Baal worship. She had been able to suppress this problem as she grew in
grace under Elijah’s ministry.

Then, due to the death of her son, that latent sin emerged into her conscious
mind and she leaped to the erroneous conclusion that Elijah was not in town
to teach her doctrine, but to kill her son as retribution for her past sin.

L A. H. Sayce, “Baal,” in The International Standard Bible Encyclopaedia, gen. ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids: Wm.
B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1956), 1:345-46.
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4, Elijah realized that the situation must be rectified so he ordered her to give
him the boy which she did. This indicated that over the course of the past
two years, the woman had acquired authority orientation toward Elijah:

1 Kings 17:19b Then he took him from her
bosom [P (cheyq): lap ] and carried him up to the
upper room where he was living, and laid him on his own

bed.
5. After laying the boy down on his bed, Elijah prays to the Father:
1 Kings 17:20 He called on the Lord and said,

“O Lord my God, have you also brought calamity to the
widow with whom | am staying, by causing her son to
die?”

6. Elijah summarizes the situation in his appeal to the Father. He understands
there is a purpose for it. He is not blaming God, but he does know that he
must understand the reason for it.

7. What he does know is that the mother has retrogressed from her spiritual
growth back to the human viewpoint common with her involvement in the
worship of Baal.

8. In 1 Kings, it was generally the case throughout the Levant that Judah,
Israel, and Phoenicia, including their capital cities of Jerusalem, Samaria,
and Zarephath, worshiped Baal and carried out its rituals.

9. Archaeological discoveries confirm the impact of the Baal worship in the
context of our passage:

Zarephath: 1 Kings 17. A city on the
Mediterranean coast 14 miles north of Tyre and
8 miles south of Sidon, Zarephath is mentioned
in Neo-Assyrian records of the seventh century
B.C. In the Roman period the city featured a
shrine to the goddess Tannit, to whom child
sacrifices are believed to have been made.

1 Kings 17 demonstrates in no uncertain terms
that Yahweh, the God of Israel, was more
powerful than the Canaanite god Baal, who was
worshiped as the god of rain and fertility and the
vanquisher of death. But in 1 Kings 17 the God
of Israel provides sustenance during a famine
and proves his power over death in the raising
of a child (v.22).
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14,

15.

The next chapter, 1 Kings 18, recounts the
triumph of Yahweh and his prophet over Baal
and his prophets.?

The worship of Baal is prevalent throughout the Old Testament occurring 99
times and mentioned in 10 books. Thirty-five occurrences are found in the
books of 1 and 2 Kings.

We may summarize the religious impact Baal worship had upon the Jewish
populations during the period of the divided kingdoms as a “loss of
thought.”

“Loss of thought” is a term | concocted to describe the effects of
reversionism. The Jews were organized under the guidance of the Mosaic
Law including regularly scheduled rituals directed by the Levitical
Priesthood.

Over time these rituals were no longer being practiced in the manner
authorized by the Mosaic Law, or Pentateuch. The Jewish community in
Palestine during the time of our Lord’s lifetime was dominated by the
scribes who ignored Scripture in favor of what they called the Oral Law.

It was not until the early third century A.D. that the Oral Law was put into
writing known as the Talmud which consists of two subdivisions, the
Mishna and the Gemara. This biblical decline shows Jewish loss of thought.

There was no written text for the worship of Baal, but it had its followers in
various cities, each having its own version and execution of its rituals. Here
IS a summary:

Baal and the Fertility Cults. The worship of the
Canaanite storm god Baal was an object of
singular condemnation by Hosea and other
prophets. The vehemence of the prophetic
condemnation of the cult reflects just how
extensive and pernicious the problem was.

1 Kings 18: the contest involving Elijah and the
prophets of Baal on Mount Carmel, illustrating
the popularity of the Baal cult and its use of self-
laceration for demonstrating devotion to Baal.

The basic meaning of the word baal is “lord,”
and this appropriately suggests Baal’s
importance in Canaanite religion. He was called
“prince Baal (Lord) of the earth.”

2 «Zarephath,” in NIV Archaeological Study Bible (Grand Rapids: The Zondervan Corp., 2005), 514.
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Not only was Baal exalted as a chief deity, but
he also functioned specifically as the Canaanite
storm god, the “rider of the clouds.” The birth
of healthy offspring and the staving off of
famine were major concerns in the ancient Near
East.

For Israel—an agrarian society situated in a dry
climate—the veneration of a god who could
send rain proved to be an irresistible
enticement. One Canaanite myth attributed
agricultural fertility to the “rain of Baal.”

The fact that the Israelites identified Baal with
Yahweh is telling. Although Baal worship,
viewed from a distance, was obviously
horrendous, those who were involved in it were
so influenced by the dominant culture that they
remained convinced that they were devout and
orthodox followers of the Lord—when they were
all the while worshiping Baal.?

16. It is from these excerpts that we are able to develop God’s purpose for
allowing the illness to take the young boy’s life:

1.

The city of Zarephath is among the coastal cities of Phoenicia
that among so many others in the Levant are deep into the
worship of Baal.

The mother was a devoted follower of Baal before she was
saved but those wheel-tracks remain facilitated to a certain
degree. Here belief in the Messiah is recent and her spiritual
growth about Him has been increasing over the two-year
ministry of Elijah but still with a way to go.

When her son died, her exclamation to Elijah was, “What do |
have to do with you, O man of God?” The proper noun, “God,”
is the Hebrew, D728 (‘elohim).

She follows this with the accusation that Elijah, a “man of
God,” has come into her home to kill her son because of a sin
she had committed.

This comment indicates her reversion had taken her back
mentally to the policies enforced by the priests of Baal.

% “Baal and the Fertility Cults,” in NIV Archaeological Study Bible (2005), 1414.
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6. Those who violated standards imposed by the priests of Baal
had to be dealt with including on some occasions by death. The
woman is reverting back to such a situation in her life and
jumping to the conclusion that God was punishing her by
having Elijah put her son to death.

7. Elijah cannot allow this assumption to go unaddressed. He
must not allow Elohim to be accused of killing the child nor
allow Elijah to be His enforcer.

8. To prevent this, Elijah commands the woman to give him her
son. He took the boy to the upper bedroom where he slept and
put him on the bed.

9. Elijah needed answers so he began to pray. Here is an
expanded translation of:

1 Kings 17:20 He called to the Lord and said,
“O Lord God, regarding the widow, with whom I am a
guest, why have you brought disaster by causing the
death of her son?” (EXT)

1. This is not an indictment on God, but a request for guidance on why this
event was allowed to occur. The issue here does not emphasize the death of
the boy, but the reasons for it.

2. What Elijah solicits is understanding from which he will obtain clarity of
thought. What he desires is divine guidance by inquiring of the Lord:

“His mother was formally a worshipper of Baal, but she has placed her faith
in You and Your Son, Messiah, instead. This event has caused her to revert
back to her former idolatry when the priests of Baal would offer up a person
as a sacrifice to a false god.”

3. Elijah then begins a ritual that leads to the divine response:

1 Kings 17:21 Elijah stretched himself upon
the child three times, and called to the Lord, “O Lord, my
God, please let this boy’s soul [WD) (nephesh): the
animating force of a trichotomous being, i.e., soul
life ] return to him.”

4, There were three works of divine grace and provisions that Elijah
experienced during his mission for the Lord. Elijah received them from God
on three occasions:

1. The logistical grace provisions for six months at the
brook Cherith—food from the ravens and water from the
arroyo.
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2. His meeting with the widow in Zarephath and her
willingness to sequester him in her home until the time
comes for him to confront Ahab.

3. The display of divine power and grace with regard to the
restoration of the boy’s soul life to his lifeless body.

5. The final three verses of chapter 17 include the climax of these three events
so far in Elijah’s campaign for the Lord:

1 Kings 17:22 The Lord answered Elijah’s prayer,
and the soul of the boy returned within him and he lived.

v. 23 Elijah took the child and caused [ the
Hiph‘il, causative active voice of the verb 77
(yarath) ] the boy to walk downstairs from the upper
bedroom into the ground level and took him to his
mother; and Elijah said, “See, your son is alive.” (EXT)

6. At this point the mother’s reversionistic detour is converted to the glorious
realization that something divine had just happened. Her response to Elijah
moved her out of depression into the recognition of absolute truth:

1 Kings 17:24 Then the woman said to Elijah,
“I am in the process of learning that you are a man of
God and that the word of the Lord from your mouth is
absolute truth [ RN (Cemeth) ].” (EXT)

Truth. Theology: That which is considered to be
the ultimate ground of reality. Truth is a
comprehensive term that in all of its nuances
implies accuracy and honesty. Veracity is
adherence to the truth.*

7. Principle: Often testing and disaster in life is designed to remind each one
of us that the most important thing in life is doctrine whose immutable
content is truth: (1) NN (‘emeth) and (2) éAn0ea (alétheia).

8. In client nation America we are nearing a place historically where we are
helpless and hopeless from the human viewpoint. Yet, we have truth of the
Word of God in our souls and the One that rides point is none other than our
Lord Jesus Christ, Who is Yehowah Sevaoth—the Lord of the Armies.

(End RECK-20.06. See RECK-20.07 for continuation of study at p. 61.)

4 The American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language, 5th ed. (New York: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt,
2016), s.v. “truth.”
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9. With our Lord riding point we follow Him by the application His Word.
The widow has come around to Elijah’s way of thinking. She was formally
a follower of Baal, now she has finally seen the light that the prophet
represents the God of Israel.

10. Here are some comparisons among the three personalities in the widow’s
house and those engaged in the present unpleasantness:

1.

10.

It may be accurately stated that among the general population of
the United States are those the 1 Kings 17 passage may be
compared with the worshipers of Baal.

The leadership of the Northern Kingdom, over the course of its
first seven monarchs, is typical of that found among many of
the senators, representatives, governors, and mayors of several
states presently engaged in rebellion against the Constitution,
the rule of law, and their constituents’ lives and property.

The widow was previously involved in the Baal cult, but due to
the teaching ministry of Elijah and the miraculous resurrection
of her child, she went positive to Word of God.

The prevailing drought throughout the Levant has its equivalent
in the release of the Chinese virus into the United States.

The gradual decline of the nation’s loss of doctrinal thought had
to be allowed on a nationwide basis so that no one could avoid
its specter.

The virus had to be so prevalent that no one could avoid its
potential impact.

The Dark Side countered by politicizing the plague in order to
capitalize on its universal impact.

Intervening was a second wave of chaos led by two terrorist
organizations that wrought chaos, primarily among the
jurisdictions that had turned the virus into a political weapon.

The virus and the terrorists executed a double envelopment that
shut down the population’s freedom of speech and freedom of
movement.

Open season was and remains focused on maximum restraint on
law enforcement with the objective of its removal from the
streets of the nation in favor of modern-day Brownshirts, a
noun translated from German Sturmabteilung (shrorm &p ti

Iong).
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