The Structure of Conditions

Type

Protasis (“if”)

Apodosis (“then”)

First Class

Assumed true for
argument’s sake.

i [ei] + indicative
mood in any tense

Any mood, any tense

Second Class

Assumed untrue for
argument’s sake.

el [ei] + indicative
mood; aorist or
Imperfect tenses

&v [an] + indicative
mood; aorist or
Imperfect tenses

Third Class

Uncertain of fulfillment
but still likely.

€AV [ean] + subjunc-
tive mood; any tense

Any tense,
any mood

Fourth Class

Remotely possible but
less probable future
condition.

el [ei] + optative
mood; present or
aorist tenses

&v [an] + optative
mood; present or
aorist tenses

Adapted from: Daniel B. Wallace. Greek Grammar: Beyond the Basics. (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1996), 689.
© 1996 by Daniel B. Wallace. All rights reserved.




