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The Christ Prophecies: The Issue of Hermeneutics; The Gospels & the Epistles; The Davidic Covenant Realized

7 he Christ JIrophecies

1. The Jssue of Hermeneutics:

We have done a significant amount of work and spent a lot of time studying the
issue of hermeneutics, the science of biblical interpretation. The two major
schools that pioneered evaluation of the Hebrew and Greek texts are (1) the
school at Alexandria, Egypt, that taught the allegorical method, and (2) the
school at Antioch, Syria, which taught the literal method.

Grace Doctrine Church utilizes the latter which may be more accurately defined
as the literal-historical-grammatical method, and it strongly opposes the
allegorical approach.

The allegorical method of biblical evaluation may be defined as:

Prose in which the objects, events, or people in the text are presented symbolically, so
that the passage conveys a meaning that is allegedly “deeper” than the actual incident
described. This method has a strong tendency to read into the passage what the
interpreter believes is a moral lesson that lies underneath the literal. In effect, the
Scripture does not speak to the theologian, but rather the theologian speaks to the
Scripture.

Famous examples of allegory in secular literature include John Bunyan’s The
Pilgrim’s Progress, Edmund Spenser’s The Faerie Queen, and John Tolkien’s The
Lord of the Rings.

Biblical interpretation by this method stretches back to the second century,
championed by Philo of Alexandria and later adopted by the Catholic Church.
The literal method of interpretation was ultimately suppressed by the ruling of
the Council of Ephesus in A.D. 431.

Since then, the allegorical method reigned supreme through medieval times and
the literal approach was not revived until the Protestant Reformation in the
sixteenth century.

The Protestants favored the literal method under the principle that the Scripture
is divinely inspired and that God speaks to us plainly and directly, not in code.

Favoritism toward the allegorical system emerged when the men at the School of
Alexandria and later in the Roman Catholic Church confronted passages they
assumed were “morally perplexing.”

To resolve this they concluded that the literal reading was secondary and that
they were to assign to the text a hidden, symbolic, or mystical meaning.

Many Protestant denominations have made the error of adjusting Scripture to
agree with traditions or the teachings of their denomination.

The assumption that the Bible is not adaptable to every generation leads some to
use allegory to make the text more comprehensible, acceptable, and relevant to
the present day.

What allegory does is allow the theologian the latitude to subjectively speculate
about what /e decides a passage means while ignoring the need to make an
exegetical evaluation of the literal text.
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This results in an approach that diminishes the legitimate meaning of what the
Holy Spirit communicated to the human authors.

Thus the influence of the allegorical method has resulted in a wide range of
“interpretations” resulting in a large number of denominations, none of which
are willing to make adjustments in doctrinal statements that were formulated
hundreds of years ago.

Today, Protestant Christianity is so diverse in its understanding of Scripture that
its proponents who boast household names, but with flawed theology, are
legitimately criticized as being provincial.

When accurate doctrine is presented it is easily cast aside as being “just your
interpretation.”

Allegorical hermeneutics in the hands of Protestant pastors result in their
interpretation being what they think it says which is influenced by their personal
opinions, the doctrinal statement of their denominations, or their social and
educational backgrounds.

What is convenient to these men is that allegory cannot be challenged: its
interpretation is “underneath” the literal, its real message is “hidden, symbolic,
and mystical.”

The literal method may be defined as follows:

The literal method signifies accuracy and thoroughness in presenting the exact meaning
of the original. It seeks to arrive at the primary meaning of a text as intended by the
author. This is accomplished by assuming all Scripture is meant to be taken literally,
interpreted in the time in which was written, and translated by thorough exegesis of the
original languages.

The literal method gives to each word the same exact basic meaning it would
have in normal, ordinary, and customary use.

If a passage is allegorical it is obvious from the text, otherwise it should not be
imposed by the whim of the theologian.

The literal approach to Scripture assumes its plenary inspiration, meaning that
the Bible is the complete Word of God to man, without error or defect in its
original manuscripts.

Conveyance of this message was accomplished by the Holy Spirit Who
transferred divine thought in the vocabulary of the day, whether Hebrew or
Greek, and in the grammar of these languages.

Since God spoke to us in words and since His intent is to be understood, then it
is the theologian’s responsibility to examine His words in their context through
exegetical analysis.

In as much as God gave His Word as a revelation to men, it would be expected
that His message would be given in such exact and specific terms that His
thoughts would be accurately conveyed and understood when interpreted from
the laws of grammar and speech.

We are able to justify these conclusions by observing this principle from
Scripture: All prophecies which have been fulfilled were each fulfilled literally.

This brings us to our subject, The Christ Prophecies. Prophecy makes reference to
future events that were unfulfilled at the time they were proclaimed.
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The interpretation of these prophecies is handled differently by the literal and
allegorical pastor and is reflected by their individual views of the Second
Advent.

The literal pastor is usually a premillennialist:

The premillennial theologian contends that Christ will return to earth in a Second Advent
that occurs at the close of the Tribulation. He will descend from heaven in resurrection
body accompanied by the church and will set up His earthly kingdom, with its
headquarters in Jerusalem, for one thousand years, a dispensation referred to as the
Millennium. During this time Christ will literally fulfill the unconditional covenants given to
Israel.

The allegorical pastor is usually an amillennialist:

Adherents to this system believe that Christ will return but do not believe in a one-
thousand year earthly kingdom. Instead, the amillennialist believes that the church is the
kingdom of God on earth and that Christ's “second coming” will result in the transfer of all
believers into the eternal state. Amillennial theologians are not adverse to literal
interpretation of Scripture but opt for allegory when the literal meaning of a passage
reveals a premillennial interpretation.

2. The Gospels & the Lpistles:

Beyond allegorical hermeneutics, one of the major reasons that mainline
Protestant denominations are reluctant to teach doctrine is the tendency of their
pastors to dwell on the Gospels instead of the Epistles.

The Gospels provide us a greater exposition of the earthly ministry of Christ than
any other source, and the number of extent manuscripts of these four books far
exceeds that of any secular writers before or after the first century.

There is much to be gained from studying the Gospels, but it must be kept in
mind that what we observe from its teachings is the public ministry of Christ in
fulfillment of Old Testament prophecies concerning the First Advent.

His initial and single duty was to present Himself as the Son of God, the
Messiah, Yahweh Elohim. He performed miracles, he healed the sick, the lame,
the blind, and the deaf. He did so while adhering strictly to the mandates of the
Mosaic Law.

The message of the Gospels is that mankind is incapable of keeping the Law,
with the lone exception of the humanity of Christ. He accomplished this task
and, without sin, was qualified to become the Savior of the world.

There is very little in the Gospels that address the doctrines of the Church Age.
They are primarily historical accounts of the Lord presenting His case as Messiah
and the response that effort received from, first, the Jewish community and,
secondly, the Gentile.

Consequently, it is not God’s desire that we imitate the deeds of Christ during
the Incarnation. We cannot do what He did. We have a sinful nature, He did
not; He is deity, we are not.

The issue for us is to transform our thinking to be in concert with His thinking
and this can only be accomplished by Bible study —and not with major emphasis
on the Gospels but rather on the Epistles.

PRINCIPLE: A Church Age believer cannot grow spiritually unless he gets out of
the Gospels and into the Epistles.
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The clear distinction between divine and human thought is expressed by the
Lord in:

Isaiah 55:8 - “My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your
ways My ways,” declares the Lord.

Paul in recognizing the importance of thought transformation in the human soul
issues this commandment in:

Romans 12:2 - Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed
by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God
is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.

The Lord and Paul each address how imperative it is to know Scripture and that
this knowledge is acquired through Bible study:

Matthew 22:29 - Jesus answered and said to the Sadducees,
“You are mistaken, not understanding the Scriptures nor the power of
God.”

Romans 10:17 - Faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the

word of Christ.

Teaching that salvation is acquired by imitating the works of Christ during His
earthly ministry while ignoring His work on the cross is a false Gospel and
therefore evil.

Imitation of the works of Christ’s life for spirituality while ignoring His Word,
especially that revealed in the Epistles, results in demon influence, hucksterism,
and reversionism.

Following in Christ’s literal footsteps revealed in the Gospels without reference
to His work on the cross, or to His Word revealed in the Epistles, is the result of
satanic propaganda designed to distract from grace and doctrine.

2 Corinthians 11:13 - Such men are false apostles, deceitful workers,
disguising themselves as apostles of Christ.

v. 14 - No wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light.

v. 15 - Therefore it is not surprising if his servants also disguise
themselves as servants of righteousness, whose end will be according to
their deeds.

The teachers described here are emissaries of Lucifer. Their false teachings are
exposed by the light of Scripture and made evident through Bible study.

If such communicators are actually believers but who have deeply flawed
theology, they may well face the sin unto death and loss of escrow blessings for
both time and eternity. They have rebound with which to recover.

3. The Davidic Covenant Dealized:

PRINCIPLE: All prophecies which have been fulfilled were each fulfilled
literally.

The religious Jews of our Lord’s day were the first century counterparts of many
of today’s confused theologians.
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Most of the leaders and followers of the various religious factions, e.g., Pharisees,
Sadducees, and Essenes, rejected Jesus as the literal fulfillment of the Davidic
Covenant.

The Sadducees rejected the idea of a Messiah and did not believe in resurrection
or the afterlife. They subscribed to an establishment interpretation of the Mosaic
Law and thus were primarily politicians and expedient ones at that.

The Pharisees rejected Jesus as Messiah yet believed in the Old Testament’s
messianic prophecies. They also believed in the afterlife and resurrection body
but that they were attainable only by keeping the oral law, which is known today
as the Talmud.

The Lord’s exchange with the Pharisees in Matthew 22 addresses their inability
to recognize Him as the Suffering Messiah:

Matthew 22:41 - Now while the Pharisees were gathered
together, Jesus asked them a question:

V.42 - “What do you think about the Christ, whose son is He?” They
said to Him, “The son of David.”

The Lord poses a two-part question and the Pharisees only address the genetic
half, David’s Son, but ignore the divine half, God’s Son.

Matthew 22:43 - He said to them, “Then how does David in the
Spirit call Him ‘Lord,” saying,

V. 44 - [Psalm 110:1] ‘The Lord [ Yahweh: God the Father ] said to My
Lord [ Adonay: God the Son: Jesus the Messiah ], “Sit at My right
hand, until | make Your enemies beneath Your feet”?

v. 45 - “If David then calls Him ‘Lord,” [ Adonay/Kurios ] how is He his
son?”

Verse 44 is a quote of Psalm 110:1 in which the first use of “Lord” is a translation
of Yahweh and refers to God the Father. The second use translates Adonay and
refers to the Messiah. Therefore the translation could be structured to reveal this:

Matthew 22:44 - God the Father said to David’'s Lord, the
Messiah, “Sit down at My right hand, until | make Your enemies beneath
your feet” [ Second Advent ].

The Lord ends his test with another question, “If David calls Him Kurios:
Lord/Messiah, how is He David’s son?”

The test is on one subject, the hypostatic union, and requires a two-part answer.
The Pharisees understood the true humanity of the Messiah but did not
comprehend that He would also be undiminished deity. As a result they failed
the test:

Matthew 22:46 - No one was able to answer Him a word, nor did
anyone dare from that day on to ask Him another question.

There were those who did comprehend the dual nature of Jesus, and Peter made
an issue of it in his impromptu sermon on the Day of Pentecost:

Acts 2:29 - “Brethren, | may confidently say to you regarding
the patriarch David that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is
with us to this day.
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Acts 2:30 - “And so, because he was a prophet and knew
that God had sworn to him with an oath to seat one of his descendants
[ genetic offspring ] on his throne [ 2 Samuel 7:12, 16; Psalm 132:11:
requires death and resurrection to be eternal ],

v. 31 - he looked ahead and spoke of the resurrection of the Christ, that
He was neither abandoned to Hades [ Paradise compartment ], nor did
His flesh suffer decay [ resurrection ].

v. 32 - “This Jesus God raised up again, to which we are all witnesses.

v. 33 - “Therefore having been exalted to the right hand of God, and
having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He has
poured forth this which you both see and hear.

v. 34 - “For it was not David who ascended into heaven, but he himself

says: ‘The Lord said to My Lord, “Sit at My right hand,
v. 35 - until | make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet.

”y

v. 36 - “Therefore let all the house of Israel know for certain that God
has made Him both Lord and Christ—this Jesus whom you crucified.”

Peter makes the case for the hypostatic union crystal clear and many responded
to his sermon and believed in Jesus as both Lord — deity, and Christ —anointed
humanity.

Many of the biblical titles of our Lord reflect the literal fulfillment of the Davidic
Covenant in Him:

1) The Anointed One:

Psalm 132:17 - “There | will cause the horn of David to spring forth; |
have prepared a lamp for My Anocinted One [ Mashiach: Messiah ].”

2) The Branch of the root of Jesse:

Isaiah 11:1 - Then a shoot [ 1st Advent ] will spring from the stem of
Jesse [ father of David ], and a branch from his roots [ Messiah ] will
bear fruit [ salvation ].

3) Heis called the “Lion of the tribe of Judah” and the “Root of David” in:

Revelation 5:5 - Then one of the angelic staff officers
commanded John, “Stop crying! Look, the Lion of the tribe of Judah
[ title as King of the Jews ], the root of David [ Messiah], has
prevailed and won the victory and is qualified to begin opening the
doomsday book and break its seven seals.”

4) Heisidentified as the “offspring of David” and the “Bright Morning Star” in:

Revelation 22:16 - “l, Jesus, have sent My angel to declare these
things to you for the benefit of the churches. | am the Root and the
Descendant of David, the Bright Morning Star.”

5) This latter title references the prophecy found in;

Numbers 24:17 - “I see Him [ Christ], but not now; I
behold Him, but not near; a star shall come forth from Jacob, and a
scepter shall rise from Israel.”

6) The Lord is also said to be the “Seed of David” in:

2 Timothy 2:8 - Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, Seed
[ descendant ] of David, according to my gospel.

7) The Lord was recognized during the Incarnation as the “Son of David”:
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Matthew 12:23 - All the crowds were amazed [ at the Lord’s out-
casting of the demon from the blind and mute man whom He also
healed, v. 22 ] and were saying, “Could this Man be the Son of David?”

This was a rhetorical question; some believed He was Messiah while some did
not.

8) The initial prophecy of Jesus as the Christ was given by the Lord Himself to
Lucifer in the garden of Eden:

Genesis 3:15 - “I will put enmity between you [ Lucifer ] and the woman
[ humanity ], and between your seed [ unbelievers] and her seed
[ Messiah J; it [ Messiah ], shall bruise your head [ 2d Advent], and
you shall bruise His heel [ spiritual death at Calvary ].”
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