Lesson JAS3-83 James: Chapter Three
1/19/2020 Original Document: JAS3-32/ 320

Genesis 2:18 Then the Lord God said, “It is not
good for the man to be alone [ 73 (bath): the
circumstance of being along by oneself ]; | will make
him a helper [ IY (‘azar): helper, assistant,
counterpart ] suitable [ T3 (negeth): “in front of” plus
the prefix 3 (ke): “corresponding with”: a counterpart
responding to him ] for him.”

22. Adam’s solitude is noticed by the Lord and He provides for him
what is described as a “helper.” This gift from God resulted in
the divine institution of marriage:

Genesis 2:22 The Lord God fashioned into a
woman the rib which He had taken from the man, and
brought her to the man.

V. 23 The man said, “This is now bone of my
bones, and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called Woman,
because she was taken out of Man.”

V. 24 For this reason a man shall leave his father
and his mother, and be joined to his wife; and they shall
become one flesh.

This concludes our analysis of the Ark Encounter in Williamstown,
Kentucky, a critique of the effort by Ken Ham to reproduce Noah’s Ark
based on the brief specifications give by the Lord to Noah in Genesis 6:14—
16.

Our overview presented an objective synopsis of the technical research done
by Ham’s team. Based on the biblical information specified in the above
passage, the group’s challenge was to (1) determine if an Ark of the size
described could accommodate Noah’s family of eight, (2) organize and
sustain the various “living creatures” specified to be taken onboard, and

(3) provide the necessary food and water to nourish them all over the course
of one year.

The research done by the Ark Encounter team did accomplish confirming
what was stipulated by the Lord could have been contained onboard and
maintained successfully.

Having been through the Ark Encounter in Kentucky, | am prepared to
recommend the attraction. There are a few things that need to be understood
in order to better enjoy the experience.

(End JAS3-32. See JAS3-33 for continuation of study at p. 321.)
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The Creation Museum and The Ark Encounter: Things to Know and Do
Beforehand

Associated with the Ark Encounter in Williamstown, Kentucky, is The
Creation Museum located in Petersburg, Kentucky. It presents history from
the literal interpretation of the Bible—up to a point.

It tracks earth history beginning with the creation in Genesis 1:1 forward. It
utilizes biblical dating to conclude that the universe, including earth, is
around 6,000 years old. This is referred to as, “young earth creationism.”
What “young earth creationism” does attempt to do is challenge the “theory”
of evolution.

“Theory” is defined by Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary in several
ways: 2: speculation, 5: a plausible or scientifically acceptable general
principle or body of principles offered to explain phenomena, 6: a
hypothesis assumed for the sake of argument or investigation; an unproved
assumption.”

Within the definition of “theory” is the term “hypothesis” which Merriam-
Webster's defines as 1: an assumption or concession made for the sake of
argument, 2: a tentative assumption made in order to draw out and test its
logical or empirical consequences.

It is under the entry, “hypothesis,” that the following synonyms are listed:

HYPOTHESIS implies insufficient evidence to provide more than a
tentative explanation. THEORY implies a greater range of evidence and
great likelihood of truth. LAW implies a statement of order and relation in
nature that has been found to be invariable under the same conditions.

Of these three terms, the one that best defines the evolutionist’s contention is
“hypothesis” since their evidence is “insufficient” to be a “theory.”

The Wikipedia article includes 3 sources for the following synopsis of the
Museum’s “young earth” position:

Reflecting young earth creationist beliefs, the
museum depicts humans and dinosaurs coexisting,
and disputes the theory of evolution. Scientists and
educators have criticized the museum for
misrepresenting science and expressed concerns
that it could have a negative impact on science
education.

L See the Wikipedia article on The Creation Museum at this link: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Creation_Museum.
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Proponents of other religious beliefs about the
Universe’s origins—including old earth creationism,
theistic evolution, and intelligent design—have said
that its rejection of scientific consensus damages
the credibility of Christianity and its adherents.

Turns out we disagree, quite obviously, with the “young earth” position
based on the preceding argument. For example, it is confirmed from the
fossil record that dinosaurs did occupy the earth at one time—and, they
occupied it along with the human race as is clearly noted in Genesis’s
revelation of the sixth days of restoration:

Genesis 1:24 Then God said, “Let the earth bring
forth living creatures after their kind [ Taxonomy:
Genera ]: cattle and creeping things and beasts of the
earth after their kind”’; and i1t was so.

v. 25 God made the beasts of the earth after their
kind, and the cattle after their kind, and everything that
creeps on the ground after its kind; and God saw that it
was good.

Genesis 7:23 clearly reveals the only “living beings” that survived the
universal flood were within Noah’s Ark. All the rest were: (1) “destroyed”
(KIv [2]), (2) “blotted out” (NASB [2]), (3) “wiped out” and “wiped from”
(NIv), and (4) “destroyed” and “wiped off the earth” (NET).

The Hebrew word these terms translate is the Hiph ‘il imperfect plural of the
verb, 0 (machah). Various resources confirm the finality and total
obliteration of all living things “upon the face of the land”:

Machah: The flood and its waters remove all living
things from the earth. The term machah occurs in
various combinations in the theological sphere.
They can be classified as follows: eradicate living
beings from their normal place; Genesis 6—7, living
beings from the face of the earth.?

Machah: A verb meaning to wipe out. It is used of
God wiping out all life in the flood (Genesis 7:23).3

2 L. Alonso-Schékel, “1mn,” in Theological Dictionary of the Old Testament, eds. G. Johannes Botterweck, Helmer
Ringgren, and Heinz-Josef Fabry, trans. Douglas W. Stott (Grand Rapids: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Co.,
1997), 8:230.

3 Warren Baker and Eugene Carpenter, “TR,” in The Complete Word Study Dictionary: Old Testament
(Chattanooga: AMG Publishers, 2003), 593.
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Machah: wipe off, wipe out, destroy, blot out. In
terms of judgment, the verb is employed to describe
the complete removal (and thus destruction) of life
by the Flood (Genesis 7:23).4

These sources clearly indicate that once the Flood had completely
obliterated all living creatures from “the face of the land,” the only beings
left alive were on the Ark. The only exception being “the fish of the sea”
mentioned as an approved source for food in Genesis 9:2-3.

It is at this point that we are able to partially agree with Mr. Ham.
Following the universal Flood, the human race is descended from the line of
Adam through Noah and his family. This is a biblically stated fact. With
the exception of the fish of the sea, all “living creatures” presently on this
planet are the progeny of those Genera and Species that got off Noah’s ark
in Genesis 8:15-19: animal, reptile, and bird.

The only serious argument | have with the information presented at The
Creation Museum and the Ark Encounter is their assertion that, beginning
with Genesis 1:1, i.e., creation, and the following verses, the biblical text
describes a sequence of uninterrupted events that covered a total of only
seven twenty-four hour days.

The Scripture argues against these assertions. What must be initially
understood is the sequence of events from numerous passages of Scripture
that develop the doctrine of the Angelic Conflict. We will develop this
through a series of chronological references below.

Genesis 1:1 reads, “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”
For God to be the Creator, He must have existed before Genesis 1:1.

At some point, in what we will define as “Eternity Past,” God created the
angels whose population is so vast that no fixed number is stated in
Scripture. Instead of a numerical census the Bible simply describes the
angelic population as being myriads or innumerable:

Daniel 7:10b “Thousands upon thousands were
attending Him, and myriads upon myriads were standing
before Him.”

Revelation 5:11 Then | looked, and | heard the
voice of many angels around the throne and the living
creatures and the elders; and the number of them was
myriads of myriads, and thousands of thousands.

4 Cornelis Van Dam, “7R,” in New International Dictionary of Old Testament Theology & Exegesis, gen. ed.
Willem A. VanGemeren (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1997), 2:913.
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4. We also know that the universe was not in existence at the creation of the
angels because when God did create the universe, the angels sang and
cheered as they observed the event from the Third Heaven:

Job 38:4  “Where were you when | laid the foundation
of the earth? Tell me, if you have understanding,

V.5 Who set its measurements? Since you
know. Or who stretched the line on it?

Job 38:6  “On what were its bases sunk? Or who laid
Its cornerstone,

V. 7 when the morning stars sang together and
all the sons of God [ angels ] shouted for joy?”

5. This is the Lord giving Job a test regarding the creation of the universe with
emphasis on planet earth. The only created beings functional at the moment
of the creation of the universe was the angelic population.

6. It is interesting to note the phrase “sons of God” which along with the term,
“morning stars,” are referred to as “sons of God” in Job 1:6. Also consider
this verse in:

Genesis 6:2 The sons of God saw that the
daughters of men were beautiful; and they took wives for
themselves, whomever they chose.

7. In Job 38 at the creation of the universe, in Genesis 1:1, the “sons of God”
sang in chorus including Lucifer himself. It is not known if he was involved
in the events of Genesis 6:2, but he was the commander-in-chief of those
who were involved.

8. It was after the creation of the universe in Genesis 1:1 that Lucifer fomented
his rebellion in Isaiah 14:12-14. There is no way of knowing the expanse of
time that occurred between these two events. What we do know is that
however long it was, it occurred between Genesis 1:1 and Genesis 1:2. This
is an unknown period of time

9. We therefore need to observe some facts about the original creation which is
revealed in:

Genesis 1:1 In the beginning God created the
heavens and the earth.

1. We must exegete each section of this verse. It begins with, “in
the beginning,” the singular noun N°*WR 2 (Bere’shiyth). This
noun in the first word of divine revelation—the Bible.
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2. This is obviously a beginning that is isolated in what we refer to
as time. God has always existed in the eternal state. His act of
creating the angelic population occurred previously in the Third
Heaven which refers to the Eternal State.

3. This creation was an act of God in time indicated by the
Hebrew proper noun, D"rﬁm (’Elohiym): God. There are three
Members of the Godhead: God the Father, God the Son, and
God the Holy Spirit.

4. Which Member of the Godhead performed the act of creation is
indicated to be Jesus Christ in Colossians 1. Paul identifies
believers as having been transferred “to the kingdom of His
beloved Son (v. 13).” Then, in verse 16, we learn which
Member of the Godhead was the One Who created the universe:

Colossians 1:16 For by Him all things were
created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or
authorities—all things have been created through Him
and for Him.

5. So far, we have noted God eternally residing in the Third
Heaven. At some point God created the angelic community in
the Third Heaven.

6. Subsequently to that, God created the universe which is said in
Genesis 1:1 to have contained two “heavens,” meaning the
Second Heaven consisting of interstellar space and the First
Heaven regarding the atmosphere around planet earth.

7. Theverb, 82 (bara’): “created,” is the Qal perfect of a
finished act. It is Jesus Christ Who by divine fiat created the
universe. The basic force of the word bara’ may be stated as an
instantaneous result of a divine command.

8. Here is some background on the verb bara

It was commonly emphasized that this verb is
predicated only of Israel’s god as subject; second,

that bara’ never appears with explicit mention of the

material out of which something has been “created”;
third, that bara’ was a uniquely nonmetaphorical,

nonanthropomorphic verb for creation, since it was
predicated only of Israel’s god. (p. 731)
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The root bara’, Genesis 1, cannot explicitly
communicate a doctrine of creatio ex nihilo, yet the
intention of this later, more abstract theological
formulation is not false to Genesis 1. This text is
best understood as communicating an absolute
beginning of the universe as well as the absolute
sovereignty of God in bringing reality into being and
ordering it according to his will.> (p. 732)

Q. This verb’s definition and application reveals that where
nothing previously existed, by an act of God the entire universe
came into existence.

10.  Secondly, bara’ is a verb of action in the present tense
indicating a completed action. Therefore, since God’s
sovereignty produces the completed action then there was no
physical process involved.

11. Further, and of great importance is the fact that whatever
perfect God creates must by logical progression must also be
perfect.

12.  Something that did not previously exist instantly came into
being. The entire angelic throng observed this event motivating
them to sing and cheer.

13.  Among the angelic eyewitnesses of this creation was none other
than Lucifer himself. He was present at the moment of the
creation.

14.  Scripture does not comment on how much time transpired
between the origin of the universe and the fall of Lucifer. Was
it the next day or a year? A decade or a century? A millennium
or an eon? We do not know.

15.  However, we do know that Lucifer was highly esteemed by
God Who at some point promoted him to cherub rank and
placed him in charge of the entire angelic community.

16. How long was the interval between the creation of the universe
before God promoted him? How long after that did Lucifer
foment his rebellion? We don’t know.

17.  Here is what we do know. His rebellion was obviously
fomented after the creation of the universe which came into
existence in a state of perfection.

% Ibid., Raymond C. Van Leeuwen, “R73,” 1:731, 732.
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18.  When Lucifer fell, he and the rebellious angels were
apprehended and put on trial for sedition.

19. There are two passages that give details about Satan’s fall.
Here is a synopsis of them and their results:

Satan fell under God’s condemnation through
ambitious pride (1 Timothy 3:6). While numerous
interpreters refuse to apply Ezekiel 28:11-19 to
Satan, and admittedly he is not named there, yet
many scholars hold that the passage must be taken
at face value and of necessity must be accepted as
going beyond the human king of Tyre to Satan the
unseen ruler and true source of all such pomp and
pride as that of Tyre. Thus viewed, the passage
clearly sets forth the origin of Satan as a created
being, his original position of power and dignity over
the created universe, at least over this earth, and
his fall through pride. Isaiah 14:12-14 is a
complementary passage. Addressed to “Lucifer,”
“O Day Star,” this passage likewise is held by many
to go beyond the king of Babylon and to refer to
Satan, the prince of the godless world-system of
which Babylon was the type. Thus viewed, the five-
fold “I will” of Lucifer (vv. 13, 14) portrays Satan’s
rebellious self-exaltation, marking the beginning of
the conflict between the will of God and Satan’s own
will. This interpretation of Ezekiel 28:12—-15 and
Isaiah 14:12-14 throws much light on the question
of Satan’s origin and is in harmony with the
scriptural picture of Satan’s close relations with
world governments (Daniel 10:13; John 12:31;
Ephesians 6:12).°

20. What we discern from this summary of Lucifer’s fall is that a
significant period of time elapsed between Genesis 1.1, when
Lucifer cheered the creation of the universe, including planet
earth, and the details of his fall.

21. Between these two events was Lucifer’s ascendency and
ultimate promotion to leadership of the angelic community—a
period that consumed an unknown period of time.

5 D. E. Hiebert, “Satan,” in The Zondervan Pictorial Encyclopedia of the Bible, gen. ed. Merrill C. Tenney (Grand
Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, 1976), 5:284.
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