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[NOTE:	There were no Bible classes on the following dates: Tuesday, 29 December and 31 December, 1998; Sunday, 3 January (both sessions), Tuesday, 5 January, and Thursday, 7 January 1999.]

Psalm 119:42: Divine Provision of Biological Life to the Messiah, Hebrews 10:5; Mary’s Qualifications
Hebrews 10:5 -	When He comes into the world [ Virgin Birth ], He says [ from undiminished deity ], “Sacrifice and offering You have not desired but a body [ biological life ] You have prepared for Me.”
1-	Our Lord made this statement from His deity at the Virgin Birth, the moment when his deity was united with His true humanity.
2-	The preparation of the body refers back to:
Luke 1:26 -		Now in the sixth month [ of Elizabeth’s pregnancy ] the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city in Galilee called Nazareth,
v 27 -		to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the descendants of David and the virgin’s name was Mary.
v 28 -		And coming in He said to her, “Hail, favored one!  The Lord is with you.”
3-	And what is it that makes Mary God’s favored one?  First of all, what is favor?  The Greek word is the perfect passive participle of the verb:
caritÒw  -	A derivative of  c£rij, this word speaks of the bestowal by grace of divine favor and therefore constitutes a blessing from God.
4-	Why was Mary favored to be the incubator for the biological life of the Messiah and not someone else?
5-	The answer is found in the parsing of the verb :

perfect:	Indicates that the blessing was determined before Gabriel announced it to Mary.
1)	This favor is the result of the elective decrees.  After determining to permit the Fall, the Trinity developed a plan to save mankind from his sins.
2)	The plan required one Member of the Godhead to take on true humanity in order to become the ultimate sacrifice.
3)	In order to provide the Messiah with the same perfect humanity bestowed upon Adam, the Trinity had to select a human woman who qualified in several different ways:
a)	She must be a Jew who is a virgin, engaged to be married, but the marriage not yet consummated.
Isaiah 7:14 -	(The Lord) “Therefore, the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, a virgin will be with child and bear a son, and she will call his name Immanuel [ God with us ].  (Cp./w Luke 1:27)
The word “engaged” in Luke 1:27 is the Greek verb mnhsteÚw and means to espouse or promise in marriage.  Often translated into the English by the word “betroth.”
The International Standard Bible Encyclopaedia, s.v. “marriage”:
Betrothal was esteemed a part of the transaction of marriage.  Among the Jews the betrothal was so far regarded as binding that, if marriage should not take place, owing to the absconding of the bridegroom or the breach of contract on his part, the young woman could not be married to another man until she was liberated by a due process and a paper of divorce.  The formality of betrothal is not entered on till the marriage is considered reasonably certain and measurably near.  The betrothed parties were legally in the position of a married couple and unfaithfulness was “adultery.”


