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Joshua 1:8b, Language: System for Communicating Divine  Thought, Psalm 119:42; Established in Eden, Gen 2-3

Psalm 119:42 -	So I shall have an answer for him who reproaches me, for I trust in Your word.
1)	The reason for utilizing the faith-rest drill is so you can maintain your objectivity under pressure.  No matter what your adversary might say, your spiritual self-esteem is unshaken as you counter the accusations by claiming promises.
2)	Confidence in the promise is emphasized by the word “trust” which is the Hebrew verb batach.  This verb is the equivalent to the Greek verb pisteÚw which is translated “to believe.”
3)	You only place your belief and trust in those things in which you have confidence.
4)	If your faith, trust, or belief is directed toward some object then it is obviously a transitive verb.  And the object provided in verse 42 is the noun:
dabar  -	“Word.”  This is the counterpart to the Greek lÒgoj.
5)	Both these words have to do with divine thought communicated to mankind by means of language.  Dabar occurs over 2,500 times in the Old Testament and lÒgoj around 330 times in the New.
6)	There are many synonyms used to translate these two words into English Bibles but all have to do with the communication of divine thought.  Note this comment from:
Theological Dictionary of the Old Testament, s.v. “399 (dabar)”:
All (synonyms) have some sense of thought processes, of communication, or means of communication.  Primary attention is given to the activity of speaking, the producing of words and clauses.  The object of dabar includes most matters pertaining to moral and ideal values.

7)	In order to bring out the power found in these words of communication let’s expand the translation of the first two verses:
Psalms 119:41 -	May Your lovingkindnesses also come to me, O Lord; Your deliverance according to Your promise,
v 42 -		so that I shall have an answer for him who reproaches me, for I have confidence in Your Word.

8)	In verse 42 the phrase “that I shall have an answer” is the future tense of the verb ‘ana which means to express oneself in a way that corresponds with the thinking of another.
9)	What the psalmist is praying for is discernment from the Scripture to know how to respond to the attacks of his adversary.
10)	In other words, he is asking for guidance to the proper problem-solving device in the face of anticipated future assaults.
11)	He has confidence in the promise given by God and therefore has the courage to apply biblical principles to his situation.
12)	Again, dabar is the Hebrew word which refers to divine thought communicated to man in the form of the written word.
13)	It is extremely important to remember the essential part language plays in the process God utilizes to convey His infinite thoughts to the human soul.
14)	We know that our original parents were conversant in a language.



1)	Divine permission to eat from fruit-bearing trees and the mandate regarding the Tree of the Knowledge of God and Evil were communicated by means of language in Genesis 2:16-17.
2)	Adam gave names to all the animals of the Garden in Genesis 2:19-20.  This indicates the ability to develop vocabulary as a tool to organize, coordinate, and systematize the first taxonomy of the animal kingdom.
3)	Adam’s response to the creation of Ishah is expressed in language in Genesis 2:23.
4)	The satanic assault on the woman’s volition in Genesis 3 challenged her faithfulness to the Word of God that had been communicated to her by the Lord Jesus Christ.
5)	The Lord taught Bible class each day to Adam and the woman in what Genesis 3:8 refers to as the “cool of the day.”
6)	Obviously other examples could be given.  We do not know the language spoken in the Garden by our original parents but as the human population increased this language became universal.
Genesis 11:1 -	Now the whole earth used the same language and the same vocabulary.
7)	We do know that because of widespread reversionism and corresponding efforts to establish a centralist government, Operation Tower of Babel resulted.  Consequently, the Lord decided to destroy everyone’s ability to effectively communicate.
Genesis 11:6 -	The Lord said, “Behold, they are one people and they all have the same language.  This [ centralism ] is what they began to do and now nothing will be impossible for them [ unrestrained power, whether expressed in a state of anarchy or tyranny, denies itself nothing ].


Genesis 11:7 -	“Come let Us go down and confuse their language that they may not understand one another’s speech.”

8)	There are several significant points that need to be kept in mind from our recent studies:
1.	Joshua is the first leader in world history to have in his possession written instructions from God Himself.
2.	Joshua was the political, military, and spiritual leader of Israel and to Him was given the Pentateuch, the very first edition of the printed canon.
3.	He was verbally commanded by the Lord to communicate its content to the people and to facilitate it content into his soul by means of meditation.
4.	The human brain is equipped with all the pre-wiring necessary to process language in its cerebral cortex.
5.	Only Homo sapiens have Wernicke’s and Broca’s areas in the brain for processing language.
6.	The reason such is the case is because mankind is the only animal with whom God desires to communicate.
7.	That neuronal capacity to process language originated in Eden at the Lord’s creation of both Adam and the woman’s biological life.
8.	Communication began immediately as they were instructed into the thinking of the Triune Godhead at daily Bible classes.


9.	Following the Fall and the subsequent attempt to centralize power, the common language was rescinded and multiple tongues were introduced.
10.	The resultant polyglot population became linguistically subdivided as a means of controlling future attempts at globalism.
11.	However, with the arrival of a divinely inspired canon written in Hebrew, the only ones who could understand the message were the Jews.
12.	This is why certain alternate means of divine revelation were in evidence during the process of progressive revelation.
13.	We are noting in Psalm 119 the emphasis a Jewish leader, possibly David, placed on the importance of Bible study.  We are noting all the synonyms he used to describe divine communication in verses 41-48.
14.	Eventually the Message would be recorded in other languages; for example the Septuagint would become a Greek translation of the completed Hebrew canon.
15.	Eventually, the Word would be illustrated, demonstrated, and executed perfectly by a human embodiment of the Word in the Person of the Lord Jesus Christ.
16.	Consequently, our study, timely enough, leads us to the incarnation of the Word which occurred in a manger in Bethlehem.


