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Introduction: Victory through Faith: Blood of Christ: Literal Blood Disproves Docetic Gnosticism; Impeccability of Christ

1.	In the Age of Israel under the Law’s Spiritual Code, the sprinkling of blood was the means by which the believer who had sinned was ceremoniously cleansed.
2.	What the literal blood of the animal sacrifice temporarily accomplished under the ritual plan is now permanently accomplished by the figurative work of Christ.
3.	The figurative blood of Christ equals redemption plus reconciliation plus propitiation: the work of Christ on the cross toward sin, mankind, and the integrity of God.
4.	Here now is the corrected translation of our central passage in:
1 John 5:4 -	[CTL]  Everyone who has been born from God is victorious over the cosmic system, and this is the initial victory over the cosmic system—our faith.
v 5 -	Who  is the one who is victorious over the cosmic system?  None other than he who comes to believe that Jesus is the Son of God.
v 6 -	This one, Jesus Christ, is He who came by serum and blood clots; not by serum alone, but by serum and blood clots.

5.	The literal blood of Christ, which speaks of  His somatic death, looks backward to His completed work on the cross and forward to His resurrection.
6.	His literal blood is proof positive that He was true humanity.




7.	This is an effective polemic against Docetic Gnosticism which claimed that our Lord’s essence in the Incarnation was phantasmic, i.e., something apparent to the senses but with no substantial existence, thus an apparition or an illusion.
8.	The literal blood of Christ in the form of “serum and blood clots” indicates that He did not bleed to death, in fact, His volitional decision to surrender His soul and human spirit was the cause of His physical death.
9.	His physical death was necessary in order for Him to become the First Fruits of our resurrection.
10.	His resurrection body was necessary before He could ascend and be seated at the right hand of the throne of God.
11.	Now that our Lord is seated in the true Holy of Holies, believers have a guarantee of a future resurrection body just like His.
1 John 3:2b -	[CTL]  We have come to know that if He should appear we shall be like Him because we shall see Him just as He is.

12.	Hebrews 9 helps us distinguish the contrast between the literal blood of the animal sacrifices and the figurative blood of Christ:
Hebrews 9:13 -	If the blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of the red heifer [ the rebound offering ], sprinkling those who have been defiled, sanctifies for the cleansing of the flesh [ covering postsalvation sins ],





Hebrews 9:14 -	how much more will the blood of Christ [ sacrificial spiritual death ], who through His eternal Spirit [ sustaining ministry of the Holy Spirit ] offered Himself without spot or blemish to God [ impeccability ], purify your conscience [ forgiveness of postsalvation sins following rebound ] from dead works [ personal sins ] to serve the  living God [ production of divine good ]?

13.	In verse 14, two phrases are very important to the successful completion of the Lord’s substitutionary spiritual death on the cross:
1)	“… through His eternal Spirit” which speaks of the sustaining ministry of the Holy Spirit during the Incarnation, and
2)	“… without spot or blemish” makes reference to our Lord’s impeccability during the Incarnation.  We will note a few principles concerning both in the final paragraph of our study.

	F.  The Impeccability of Christ:
1.	The doctrine of impeccability recognizes the principle that our Lord Jesus Christ, in hypostatic union, did not sin during the First Advent, although His true humanity was temptable.
2.	Jesus Christ in His undiminished deity is said to be non posse peccare, not able to sin.
3.	Our Lord in His true humanity is said to be posse non peccare, able not to sin.
4.	It is apparent that deity cannot sin.  Because the Lord’s true humanity relied upon the filling of the Holy Spirit inside the prototype divine power system, He was able not to sin.

5.	There are two reasons for the perfection of the humanity of Christ:
1)	Union with deity in hypostatic union—non posse peccare.
2)	The humanity of Christ resided inside the prototype divine power system relying entirely upon the omnipotence of the Holy Spirit—posse non pecarre.
6.	In His true humanity, our Lord was tempted not only in the very same ways we are but even more so.  Yet He did so without sin.
Hebrews 4:15 -	We do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin.

7.	Throughout the Incarnation, Jesus Christ remained in status quo impeccability.
8.	His impeccability is based upon the humanity of Christ utilizing divine omnipotence in two categories:
1)	The sustaining omnipotence of God the Father in logistical grace.
2)	The delegated omnipotence of the Holy Spirit inside the prototype divine power system.


