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Introduction: Victory through Faith: Blood of Christ: Propitiation, Rom 3:25; Spiritual Death: Real & Substitutionary, Rom 5:12-14

Romans 3:25 -  Christ Jesus, Whom God has publicly displayed by His blood as the mercy seat through faith in Jesus Christ.  This was a demonstration of His integrity because of the passing over of previously committed sins because of the delay in judgment from God.

33. God publicly displayed Jesus Christ as His Mercy Seat on the cross.  Rather than an ark filled with symbols depicting sin, all of human history’s sins were literally imputed to Christ.

34. Divine justice identified our sins with Him and then executed judgment upon Him as our substitute.

35. This judgment lasted for three hours during which time the Lord was separated from fellowship with the Father.  This separation    resulted in the only occasion during His judgment that He cried out.

Matthew 27:46 - And about the ninth hour [ 3:00 p.m. ] Jesus cried out with a loud voice saying, “Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani ?” that is, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?”

36. This verse emphasizes the spiritual death endured by our Lord on the cross.

37. His spiritual death is the antitype illustrated by the literal blood of the Levitical sacrifices.

38. The phrase, “the blood of Christ” in the New Testament makes reference to the literal blood of the Levitical sacrifices in order to present a representative analogy which describes the spiritual death of Christ.  Just as the literal blood of the sacrificial animals covered sins in the Old Testament, so the figurative blood of Christ removed sins for all mankind at the cross.  Consequently it becomes necessary to note a few principles on the subject of spiritual death.

B. Spiritual Death:


1. Spiritual death is separation from God in time, and no relationship with Him.

2. Spiritual death must therefore be classified as judgment from God.

3. There are two categories of this judgment found in Scripture:

1) Real spiritual death: Separation from God in a status quo of sin.  This category only applies to mankind.
2) Substitutionary spiritual death: Separation from God in a status quo of perfection and impeccability.  This category applies to Jesus Christ only.
4. Real spiritual death began in the Garden of Eden at the fall of Adam and is perpetuated throughout the human race through procreation and the imputation of Adam’s original sin at physical birth.
5. Real spiritual death is documented in:

Romans 5:12 -  Just as through one man [ Adam ] sin [ the sinful  nature ] entered into the world and real spiritual death through the sinful nature, consequently, real spiritual death spread to all men because all sinned when Adam sinned.

v 13 - (For until the Law, personal sin was in the world but personal sin was not imputed where the Law did not exist.

v 14 - Nevertheless, spiritual death ruled from Adam to Moses even over those who had not sinned in the likeness of Adam’s transgression who is a type of Him who is destined to come [ first advent of Christ ].

