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Faith-Rest Drill: Promises Related to Life: Happiness in Adversity: Cotton Fields, Bare Feet, & Bob Wills’ Music

30)	I recently read an account by Bob Wills which described experiences of his youth in the cotton fields of North Texas alongside black fellow laborers.  One particular account reveals his indoctrination into what Wills calls “Negro blues.”  It contributed greatly to his development of a style of music which became known as Western Swing.  Here is his account as told to:
Townsend, Charles R.  San Antonio Rose: The Life and Music of Bob Wills.  Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1976, p. 4:
It was significant that Wills learned much of his music and style directly from blacks.  Many other white musicians learned from them, but generally from afar, via radio or recording, never really touching their lives, rubbing elbows, sharing their sorrows, joys, and poverty, working alongside them, and living in their culture as young Bob Wills did.
 In the cotton camps, the children often competed in jig-dancing contests, and both blacks and whites enjoyed listening to the music and watching the dancers.  They soon forgot their poverty and the hard day’s work as the whole camp was swinging.  Later in the evening, when things had quieted down and the children were in bed, the sound of a trumpet could be heard coming from one of the Negro shacks, wailing out the blues.  Often the Negro women would join the wail of the trumpet or the strains of a guitar and cry out a blues song.  These blacks had an endless blues repertory.  While working, one of them would begin to hum or sing, and before long the whole field would be alive with the sound of the blues.  They would sing off and on all day and never sing the same song twice.  I don’t know whether they made them up as they moved down the cotton rows or not … but they sang blues you never heard before.
At age 16 Wills realized that his father couldn’t make a living for his family even though he had managed by that time to buy a small farm near Amarillo.  A talk with a black farm hand convinced him to find his place in the world outside farming.
Townsend, San Antonio Rose, p. 18:


As the oldest child, Bob Wills had responsibilities thrust upon him that caused him to mature much earlier than most boys his age.  Yet these burdens were far greater than his ability to cope with them.  Rather than try to meet an obligation he knew he could not adequately handle with his education and training, he ran away from it.
Bob had no one he felt he could ask for counseling.  A field hand, Old Man Bridges, called Bob over to him in the field one day and gave him some unsolicited advice.  The old fellow raised has bare foot, calloused from years of working in cotton fields, struck a match on his sole, and lit his pipe.  Philosophically, Bridges said, “Bob!  Look at this old head—bald as a rat.  Look at these feet—tough as whip leather from bumpin’ clods all my life.  Son don’t you stay here on the farm, or it’ll happen to you.  You go away.  There ain’t  nuthin to be got from a life like this.”  He then said, “Yore young.  Yore smart, Bob.  You go do sumpin’ else.  Don’t you tell yore pappy I’m tellin’ you this.  Don’t you tell him, but you go way.”
And Bob Wills did go way.  Way over to Fort Worth where eventually he formed his famous band called Bob Wills and the Texas Playboys.  He became famous for quite a number of songs still popular today such as “San Antonio Rose,” “Faded Love,” and “Ida Red.”
Now with this I make my point: Have you ever heard the Negro spiritual, “Walk over God’s Heaven”?  Have you ever wondered why the lyric stresses shoes?  Well, keep in mind that for poor black laborers, shoes were a rare and prized possession.  This traditional spiritual looks toward the perfect environment of heaven when shoes will be provided for everyone in order to Walk Over God’s Heaven:
“WALK OVER GOD’S HEAVEN”
		I got shoes, you got shoes
		All God’s children got shoes, my Lord.
		When we get to heaven gonna put on our shoes
		We’re gonna walk, we’re gonna talk
		All over God’s heaven.


31)	When a believer finds himself in a period of depravation he must never react in arrogance but orient and adjust to the grace of God.  There are many promises that enable him to do this.
Psalm 9:18 -	The needy will not always be forgotten nor the hope of the afflicted perish forever.

Psalm 37:25 -	I have been young and now I am old, yet I have not seen the righteous forsaken or his descendants begging bread.
Psalm 72:12 -	He will deliver the needy when he cries for help, the afflicted also, and him who has no helper.
Psalm 102:17 -	He has regarded the prayer of the destitute and has not despised their prayer.
Isaiah 41:17 -	“The afflicted and needy are seeking water but there is none.  Their tongue is parched with thirst.  I the Lord, will answer them Myself as the God of Israel I will not forsake them.”
32)	When faced with a restricted flow of logistical resources you must keep your eyes on the mission.  In order to do so, attention must be diverted away from your temporal depravity and onto the blessings of grace.
1 Peter 5:6 -	Humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God in order that He might exalt you at the proper time,
v 7 -	casting all your anxiety upon Him, because He cares for you.
Philippians 4:6 -	Be anxious for nothing but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.
v 7 -	And the peace of God which surpasses all comprehension shall garrison your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

33)	Those who are in the plan of God often find that a portion of their prosperity is that of long life.
Psalm 90:10 -	As for the days of your life, they contain seventy years, or if due to strength, eighty years.
Proverbs 3:1 -	My son, do not forget my teaching but let your heart keep my commandments;
Proverbs 3:2 -	For length of days and years of life and peace they will add to you.
v 13 -		How blessed is the man who finds wisdom and the man who gains understanding,
v 14 -		for its profit is better than the profit of silver and its gain than find gold.
v 15 -		She is more precious than jewels and nothing you desire compares with her.
v 16 -		Length of days is in her right hand; in her left hand are riches and honor.
v 17 -		Her ways are pleasant ways [ derek: wheel-tracks of righteousness ] and all her paths [ natib: behavior patterns ] are prosperous.
34)	Note that there are five promises granted to the person who finds wisdom; (1) Happiness: verse 13; (2) spiritual prosperity, verses 14-15; (3) long life, verse 16a; (4) honor, verse 16b; and (5) pleasant character traits, verse 17.
35)	The Fifth Commandment is the only one among the Ten that carries with it a promise for compliance.
Exodus 20:12 -	“Honor your father and your mother that your days may be prolonged in the land which the Lord your God gives you."
36)	Emotional sins are a major source of distraction for the believer and are often a reaction to outside exigencies creating internal stress.

37)	However, there is one event which pursues each one of us to the grave and that is the process of aging.  Often as this aging process takes on obvious manifestations there emerges a fear of death.
38)	But life hangs by a very thin thread.  There are no accidents in the divine decrees and for the believer it is God who determines the time, the manner, and the place of our deaths.
39)	Yet, a frantic search for happiness and security in a world designed to kill us can only lead to frustration and a fear of the inevitable appointment with the Death-Shadowed Valley.
40)	In order to acquire some principles on the challenges of both youth and old age we turn in our next paragraph to the wisdom of Solomon and the book of Ecclesiastes.

B.	Solomon: From Self-Induced Misery to the Adult Spiritual Life:
1)	Solomon identifies himself in the first verse of the book of Ecclesiastes not by his proper name but by a title.  In the Hebrew it is the noun qoheleth.  It’s Greek equivalent is khrÚssw which means “to proclaim, to publish, or to preach” and refers to preaching the Word.  (2 Timothy 4:2)
2)	Thus these words refer to the one who delivers a message to those assembled for the purpose of instruction.  The word for “assembly” in the Greek is ™kklhs…a.   The one who teaches those who assemble is an ™kklhsiast»j.  Since the titles of the Old Testament books in Christian bibles were derived from the Greek translation known as the Pentateuch, the book is entitled Ecclesiastes.



3)	The Hebrew Old Testament arranges the books differently than does the Christian Bible.  Ecclesiastes is a part of the third division called the Kethubhim which has three sections.  The second section is the Five Rolls or the Hagiographa, of which Ecclesiastes is a part.
4)	Solomon thus presents himself as an ™kklhsiast»j, “a man with a message.”  And his message is not a pretty one at first for he delivers it after experiencing quite a long period in reversionism.
5)	In Ecclesiastes 1:2 he gives us a summary of that period of his life:
Ecclesiastes 1:2 -	“Emptiness of emptinesses,” says the man with the message, “Emptiness of emptinesses!  All is emptiness.”


