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Doctrine of the Faith-Rest Drill: Promises Pertaining to Life: Paul’s Contentment in Prosperity & in Adversity, Phil 4:11-13,19; 2 Cor 11:3-4,22-28

	16)	To fully appreciate these promises it is important to know Paul’s heritage.
a.	He was born to apparently wealthy parents in Tarsus, the capital city of the Province of Cilicia /si-LISH-i-a.  (Acts 21:39; See: Scofield Study Bible, Map 8, ref key “3-F”)
b.	Tarsus was well known as an educational center and Paul is thought to have been graduated by the University of Tarsus.
c.	The city was also a center of commerce, being located on the Cydnus River, the Mediterranean Sea, and at the crossroads of major sea and land trading routes.
d.	The province was famous for its goats’ hair which was the major material in the making of tents.
e.	It was Jewish custom for all boys to be taught a trade and it is possible then that Paul’s father was engaged in the tent-making business.
f.	The Jewish philosophy is expressed in the axiom,  “He who does not teach his son a trade is much the same as if he taught him to be a thief.”
g.	Paul was a well-respected tentmaker and thus was able to call upon this expertise after becoming an Apostle.  (Acts 18:3)
h.	After his education in Tarsus he went to Jerusalem to study the Mosaic Law under Gamaliel as per Acts 22:3.




i.	Therefore, Paul’s résumé included the facts that he was a natural-born citizen of the Roman Empire*, a graduate of the University of Tarsus, and an experienced tentmaker.  He had a Hebrew lineage from the highly respected Tribe of Benjamin#, training in the Law under the respected authority, Gamaliel, membership in the party of the Pharisees, and, eventually, of the Sanhedrin, the supreme Jewish court of justice.
	*Notes on Roman Citizenship:
1)	Acquired by birth, emancipation, naturalization, or purchase.
2)	A Roman citizen could not be scourged.
3)	He had a right to appeal his case to Caesar.
4)	He had the right to a trial in Rome.
5)	Paul was a Roman citizen by birth.  (Acts 22:28)
6)	Paul birthright was from his father, a citizen of Tarsus, Province of Cilicia.
7)	Cilicia was a certified Roman province dating back to 171 b.c.
8)	Citizenship privileges in the Roman Empire was known as pol…teuma / politeuma /.
9)	Paul compared the contrast between the citizenship privileges of the Roman and non-Roman with those of the believer and unbeliever in:
Philippians 3:20 -		Our citizenship [ pol…teuma / politeuma / ] is in heaven.
Ephesians 2:19 -	You are no longer strangers and aliens but you are fellow citizens [ pol…teuma / politeuma / ] with the saints and are of God’s household.
	#Notes on the tribe of Benjamin:

Philippians 3:4 -	If anyone else has a mind to put confidence in the flesh, I far more:
v 5 -	circumcised the eighth day of the nation of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the Law, a Pharisee.
1)	The phrase “Hebrew of Hebrews” is a claim to genetic purity within the nation Israel.
2)	Paul can trace his lineage back to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob as can any Jew, but his blood line back to Jacob goes through Rachel, Jacob’s right woman, and not through Leah, his “wife of deception,” or his concubines Bilhah and Zilpah.
3)	The birth of Jacob’s twelve sons from four women can be studied in Genesis 29:31-30:24 and 35:16-18.
4)	To Leah was born Reuben, Simeon Levi, Judah, Issachar, and Zebulun.
5)	To Bilhah was born Dan and Naphtali.
6)	To Zilpah was born Gad and Asher.
7)	And to Rachel was born Joseph and Benjamin.
8)	God considered Rachel to be Jacob’s right woman therefore to Joseph was granted the rights of primogeniture including the double portion.
9)	Consequently, lineage back to Abraham through Jacob and Rachel made a Jew a “Hebrew of Hebrews.”
j.	It is from this background that Paul knew “how to live in prosperity (Philippians 4:12).”
k.	After becoming an apostle, Paul took the Gospel on the road as the divinely appointed delegate to the Gentiles which led him eventually to Europe.
l.	Quite often he existed on the most meager of provisions while encountering extreme pressures from several sources.

m.	Paul dramatically reveals his trials to the believers at Corinth who had been deceived by false teachers.  He sarcastically chides their gullibility in:
2 Corinthians 11:3 -	I am afraid, lest as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, your minds should be led astray from the simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ.
v 4 -	For if one comes and preaches another Jesus whom we have not preached, or you receive a different spirit which you have not received, or a different gospel which you have not accepted, you bear this beautifully.
		n.	False teachers had come into the Corinthian church and led many astray into legalism while boasting that they were as qualified to be apostles as was Paul.  In refuting their claims we learn of the afflictions Paul faced as a true apostle of Christ in:
2 Corinthians 11:22 -	Are they Hebrews?  So am I.  Are they Israelites?  So am I.  Are they descendants of Abraham?  So am I.
v 23 -		Are they servants of Christ?  (I speak as if insane) I more so; in far more imprisonments (Acts 16:23), beaten times without number, often in danger of death.
v 24 -		Five times I received from the Jews thirty-nine lashes.
v 25 -		Three times I was beaten with rods (Acts 16:22), once I was stoned (Acts 14:19), three times I was shipwrecked, a night and a day I have spent in the deep (Acts 27).
v 26 -		I have been on frequent journeys, in dangers from rivers, dangers from robbers, dangers from my countrymen, dangers from the Gentiles, dangers in the city, dangers in the wilderness, dangers on the sea, dangers among false brethren.


v 27 -		I have been in labor and hardship, through many sleepless nights, in hunger and thirst, often without food, in cold and exposure (1 Corinthians 4:9-13).
v 28 -		Apart from such external things there is the daily pressure upon me of concern for all the churches.
		o.	And this gives us some idea of what Paul means when he writes in Philippians 4:11, “I know how to get along with humble means.”
p.	Paul learned that regardless of his circumstances he could be content (v. 11).  This indicates that no matter what, Paul had a maximum reading on his Gratitude Gauge.
q.	And that high reading was the result of learning the “secret of being filled and going hungry, both of having abundance and suffering need”:
Philippians 4:13 -		I can do all things through Him who strengthens me.
		r.	The Greek word for “strengthen” is the present active participle of the verb šndunamÒw /endunamoo / along with the instrumental of means from the pronoun tù /toi /: “I can do all things by means of the One empowering me.”  
Philippians 4:19 -		My God shall supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus.
s.	We may conclude from this passage that the one who is focused on fulfilling the assignment God delegates to him will not only be supernaturally supplied but also supernaturally protected.
 		t.	If you do your duty, God will keep you alive until the day arrives that He ordained to call you home.
	17)	Therefore, you need never worry about your logistics.
Psalm 84:11 -	No good thing does He withhold from those who walk with integrity.

	18)	Specifics regarding promises for life and its sustenance include the need for food:
1 Corinthians 4:7b -	What do you have that you did not receive?
Psalm 37:25 -	I have been young and now I am old, yet I have not seen the righteous forsaken or his descendants begging bread.
	19)	We saw divine grace constantly extended to the rebellious Israelites of the Exodus generation:
Deuteronomy 2:7b -	“These 40 years the Lord your God has been with you.  You have not lacked a thing.”
Deuteronomy 8:3 -	“He humbled you and let you be hungry and fed you with manna which your fathers did not know in order that He might make you understand that man does not live by bread alone but by everything that proceeds out of the mouth of the Lord.”
 v 15 -	“He led you through the great and terrible Jornada, with its Egyptian cobras and scorpions and thirsty ground where there was no water; He brought water for you out of the rock of flint.”
	20)	Again we learn that nothing can cut off our logistical support from the One Who “supplies all our needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus.”


